By: Eli Branscome
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Megan Owens, Mary Senn, Katie Cockrell, Sarah Crist
Suzanne Cash, and Kristin Kuklinski, Ashley Lawson
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By: Dr. Valerie Balog

TheVictory Junction Gang Camp enriches

the lives of children with chronic medical con-
ditions or serious illnesses by providing life-
changing camping experiences that are excit-
ing, fun, and empowering, in a safe and medi-
cally sound environment. The Family Week-
ends at the Victory Junction Gang Camp are 3
day retreats (Friday-Sunday) where the whole
family participates in the camping experience
that is uniquely Victory Junction. The camper
and their immediate family are invited to stay
overnight and participate in a variety of activi-
ties throughout the weekend. Some of those
activities include archery, arts and crafts, boat-
ing and fishing, horseback riding and Adam's
Race Shop. Each weekend is individually
themed and families are encouraged to carry
out the theme! Families join 31 other families
to create a weekend filled with new experi-
ences, family time, parent networking and a lot
of FUN! Since Fall 2006, the UNC-Charlotte
Department of Counseling has participated in
the inception and facilitation of Caregiver/
Parent “Cabin Chats” during the Family Week-
ends. These 1.5 hour groups allow parents and
caregivers to discuss their experiences and
struggles in caring for children with chronic
and terminal ilinesses.

Ashley Lawson and Dr. Valerie Balog at Family Wewmke

Ashley Lawson and Kristin Kuklinski at Family Weeke

The Department of Counseling’s dedicatig
to the mission of Victory Junction doesn't sto

with the “Cabin Chats”, during the “Luck of the

Irish” Family Weekend- Kristin Kuklinski and
Ashely Lawson volunteered as Crew Chiefs a
Dr. Balog volunteered to assist with Fishing

n

14

nd
y/

Boating. For the entire weekend these three indi-

viduals worked with families who had childre
diagnosed with either Hemophilia or Juveni
Rheumatoid Arthritis (JRA).

Our department will continue to assist in th
facilitation of the Family Weekend “Cabin
Chats” as well as volunteer in other capaciti
within the camp. Check out more about Victot
Junctio and the Fall 2007 Family Weekend Dat
at

http://www.victoryjunction.org/aa_home/

index.html
If you are interested in helping in the facilitatio
of the “Cabin Chats”- please contact Dr. Valer
Balog atvbalog@uncc.edu
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Wheresoever you go, go with all your heart, ~Confucius




Page §

%

8 #"




Page 6 THE
'\lam MeXiC
I H
! L #S & '
$
n | #$
#$ % (
) % (
1 * #$
1 + %’ -
% (.
#$ 0% /0 / # $ %
1%2
By: Ashley Lawson
I"# # $! % # &
( )& * + #
. # #
# 10/ , - # 0 # 0 1
# 0 1 #H#1# # # # -
2 # # # 3 3
0 & 0 / -& #
# I# , , 4# 0!
# # #t # [ # -. & #
#1 -
HH # , 1 ## /
#i 1 HH# -. # & #
# # # ) #* H#it # #




Page

%

%

By: Sarah Jacks
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By: Eli Branscome

| did something in March which contradicted comnsemse and sound fiscal rea-
soning. | attended the American Counseling AssiociaConference in Detroit Michigan.
| couldn’t afford the trip. | truly didn’t havertie available in my life for such an adven-
ture. And | couldn’t really verbalize what | exped to gain from this experience. Be-
yond all of these thoughts | felt that | was naifpssion-
ally ready to attend. | felt intellectually andeademically
immature.

But | went. | attended the ACA conference a stu-
dent and returned a counselor—even if only a “celans
in-training”. | highly recommend attendance toryome
at every stage of professional development. Tlais a&n
opportunity to grow, learn, net-work and have sdame

My convention started at the Charlotte airport
where | met Dr. Valerie Schwiebert from Westerndzar kristina karath, Eii Branscome, dr. Rapisarda
lina University. She was also headed to the ACAven-

tion and proved to be a wonderful new friend anctact.
And | have a tremendous collection of businessscauich
represent connections | now have with people frooord
the country.

| took an afternoon to visit the Detroit InstituikArt and
then found a wonderful science museum across teetstl
‘socialized’ to the point of exhaustion and | hlad bpportu-
nity to visit a wonderful American city which | grably
would not have experienced if it
were not for the ACA. Everyone | met in Detroitsaabso-
lutely wonderful, kind, and congenial. (Especidhyg
Dianna Ross impersonator—check out the photo.)

Next year the ACA convention will be in Hawaii. Bu
the following year the convention will be here ihatlotte,
NC. So if you don't make it to Honolulu you have excuse
not to participate in 2009. I'll be the tall guytivthe big
grin. Be sure to say “Hello” if you see me there.

Dr. Jack Culbreth and Kristina Karath

Eli Branscome and Ms. Dianna Ross
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Words From Our President

By: Kristina Karath, Mu Tau Beta President

This is our second publication of the year, thaok o Mary Senn, Mu Tau Beta’s Communication q

Chair, for putting this issue of the Lamplightegéther. /_} /
First, I'd like to extend Congratulations to o@ siew members who will be inducted into&

the Mu Tau Beta chapter of Chi Sigma lota on Sunaryl 22", Membership in Mu Tau Beta is \
not simply a line on a resume; it means that yeupart of a network of professionals dedicated to /
the advancement of the counseling profession. dbk florward to your active involvement in our
chapter as we plan social, service, advocacy, amdrdising events for the rest of the fall semestet into the spring 2007
school semester.

As President of Mu Tau Beta | have the privile§@orking with our Executive Board which consisfssti Branscome,
Megan Owens, Kristin Kuklinski, Lydia Smith, Ashléawson, Adrienne Barnette, and Mary Senn, andwatsiing closely in
coordination with Dr. Balog and other faculty adlvas community members. As our year as execldosard members is com-

ing to an end, and several of us look forward tdgation, we look back on what we've accomplisiingsiyear with pride. We
met all of our goals as officers and have madetdrismds and memories in the process. It was\dlgge for me to be elected

President for the 2006-2007 year and | wish neat'geboard of officers luck and continued sud-

cess. Thank you to the 2006-2007 executive offiieed to Dr. Balog for working so tirelessly g
SO many projects.
Lastly, I'd like to invite both faculty and studsrto our end of the year social on Frida
April 27" This is our last opportunity to celebrate grathgaseniors, as well as our completion
the spring semester. We hope to see everyoneftireseme food and fun!
Thank you, again, to the Executive Board and o8 for making this spring semeste
memorable one.

—

/)'.\.
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congratulations;

06 %0

To our new 2007-08 Executive Board
and New Inductees!
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pditor's Columy,

Greetings readers and fellow Mu Tau
Beta members! What an amazing yearit
has been! | can't believe it has come ahd
gone and here we are another year olg
and wiser. As this is the last Lamplighter
issue | will be editing, | would like to sa)
that this year has been so awesome fg
me and | have loved every moment.

Thanks to everyone, faculty, students,
and Mu Tau Beta for making 2006-07
memorable and extraordinary year for
all.

Department of Counseling
Faculty

Dr. Susan Furr, Chairperson
Dr. Lyndon Abrams
Dr. Valerie Balog

Dr. Robert Barret

Dr. John Culbreth
Dr. Henry L. Harris
Dr. Pam Lassiter
Dr. Kok-Mun Ng
Dr. Phyllis Post
Dr. Clarrice Rapisarda

Dr. Edward Wierzalis
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