
NCARE 2008 annual conference proceedings 

 

1 

Free global dissemination of scholarly research  
through an open-access online journal 

 
Elizabeth Swaggerty 

Guili Zhang 
Bill Grobe 

Diane Kester 
East Carolina University 

There is a new, but strong movement toward accessing articles and publishing in open-access journals.  Many 
researchers are choosing to publish in open-access journals in order to make their research more visible and 
accessible to the public, thereby maximizing the impact of research on a global scale. In July 2007, the Journal of 
Curriculum and Instruction (JoCI), an online, peer-reviewed, open-access journal was launched by the Department 
of Curriculum & Instruction in the College of Education at East Carolina University. Since then, the journal has 
been accessed by 7,168 times by 4,330 people in more than 1032 cities in 79 countries around the world. The 
articles are available in MP3 and PDF formats.    

Introduction 
 

In the last decades, the amount of research and scholarly information has been steadily 
increasing, yet libraries have experienced a great number of reductions in journal subscriptions, 
limiting the broad dissemination of research (Beach et al., 2007). Many researchers with a desire 
to impact and advance knowledge in their field are choosing to publish in open-access journals in 
order to make their research more accessible to the public. Since open-access publications are 
free, there is potential to reach developing countries bereft of such access to research. 
Consequently, authors can expand the global impact of their work.  

 
In July 2007, the Journal of Curriculum and Instruction (JoCI), an online, peer-reviewed, 

open-access journal, was launched by the Department of Curriculum & Instruction in the College 
of Education at East Carolina University. This paper provides readers with information about the 
potential of publishing in an open-access, peer-reviewed journal, such as the Journal of 
Curriculum and Instruction.  

 
Theoretical Framework 

 
Recently, there have been great concerns about the commercialization and limited access 

of scholarly information. While the amount of research and scholarly information is increasing, 
libraries are experiencing reductions in journal subscriptions, limiting the broad dissemination of 
research (Beach et al., 2007). Some major publishers are increasing journal prices and merging 
with other publishing companies. Journal subscription prices have risen four times faster than 
inflation since the mid-1980Õs (Suber, 2007). Additionally, many publishers are ÒbundlingÓ 
subscriptions, resulting in higher prices and more limited choice in terms of journal subscriptions 
(Beach et al.). In other words, a library might be faced with purchasing an expensive bundle of 
several subscriptions, when only one or two of the subscriptions are desired. 

As scholars begin to resist commercializing scholarship in an effort to make their work 
more accessible, it becomes integral to consider new methods of online dissemination and access 
(Beach et al., 2007; Willinsky, 2006). As a result, there is a movement toward digital access and 
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dissemination of scholarship (Beach et al; Suber, 2007; Willinsky). For example, users of the 
Internet now have access to informational resources such as the ERIC database, Google Scholar, 
and Google Books. In terms of dissemination, many researchers are testing the waters by 
publishing their work in non-traditional formats, such as open-access journals (Willinsky). There 
is also a recent trend in which many publicly funded research projects are adopting open access 
mandates. For example, Congress passed a bill in December of 2007 that included open access 
mandates for The National Institutes of Health, the world's largest funder of non-classified 
scientific research and its research results in about 65,000 peer-reviewed journal articles every 
year (U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2008). 

 
Methods 

 
JoCI: Getting Started Through Open Journal Systems 
 

The Journal of Curriculum and Instruction at East Carolina University was 
conceptualized as a way to provide a forum for researchers to publish in a scholarly, peer-
reviewed journal. The choice to use an open-access, online format allows full-text articles to be 
more accessible to the public because there are no price barriers, including subscriptions, 
licensing fees or pay-per-view fees. In addition, authors retain copyright permission. 

 
JoCI utilizes Open Journal Systems (OJS) as the platform for managing and publishing 

the journal. OJS, free open source software, was developed by the Public Knowledge Project 
through its federally funded efforts to expand and improve access to research (Public Knowledge 
Project, 2008). The Public Knowledge ProjectÕs purpose is to improve the scholarly and public 
quality of research. Currently, OJS hosts more than 900 journals, including prestigious journals 
such as: International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, International Journal 
of Design, Journal of Applied Clinical Medical Physics, Transnational Curriculum Inquiry, and 
the Journal of Teaching and Learning. The directory of Open Access Journals, which added 486 
peer-reviewed journals in 2007, increasing the total by 19% over the previous year (Suber, 
2007), can be accessed at http://www.doaj.org/. In July 2007, JoCI was created using the Open 
Journal Systems software. 

 
Joci General Information 
 

The Journal of Curriculum & InstructionÕs team is comprised of an Executive Editor, 
faculty co-editors, an Academic Outreach project manager, a distance education coordinator, a 
graduate assistant, and a student intern for programming. The journal requires a good deal of 
both server space and technical support. JoCI is housed within East Carolina UniversityÕs 
University Academic Outreach server from http://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs_download.  JoCI is also 
supported by Instructional Technology staff and Academic Outreach personnel, who assisted in 
personalizing the journalÕs look. 

 
JoCI is a themed publication, so there is an international expert review board for each 

theme. Articles are published in multiple formats for easy access, including abstract, PDF, and 
MP3 (See figure 1). 
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JoCI is free for all users. However, registration is required for the editorial team to gather 
data on user access, identify potential reviewers, and notify users about the publication of new 
issue. 

 
Figure 1. Screen shot of JoCI volume 2, number 1. 

 
 
JoCI Statistics 
 

Data about JoCI can be collected from two sources: Open Journal Systems (the software 
that supports the journal) http://www.joci.ecu.edu, and Google Analytics 
http://www.google.com/analytics. Any user can select the ÒAboutÓ navigation button to see 
general statistics including total submissions, acceptance rate, number of registered users, 
number of users by month, etc.  

 
Google Analytics is a free service using a small script line in the html code of the 

software. Statistics are generated and displayed in graph, chart, and pie chart formats, allowing 
the publishers and editors to visualize the data in new ways. The layout for the display, called the 
Dashboard, may be organized to suit the userÕs purpose in tracking the traffic on the Web site.  
The data may be exported in several formats to save locally or to send via email. The user may 
compare time periods and select date ranges for the data. The primary chart includes the number 
page views, the length of time the viewer stayed on the page, and the bounce rate (the percentage 
of single page visits resulting from the set of pages). See figures 2 and 3 for screen shots of 
Google Analytics data for JoCI. 
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Based on the information provided by the Google Analytics, for the first issue of JoCI, 
there were 639 visits, 4,954 page views from 10 regions including 43 states within one month of 
publication.  

 
As of April 2, 2008, manuscripts published in the Journal of Curriculum and Instruction 

have been accessed 7,168 times by over 4,330 people in over 1000 cities. A total of 44,020 pages 
have been viewed by Internet users from 79 countries and territories. In the United States, 
visitors to the online journal have come from all 50 states and two territories via 1,367 different 
network locations.  One access was from an iPhone. Data can be viewed for each page of the 
entire URL.   

 
Figure 2: Google Analytics map screen shot with number of visitors to the JoCI website.  

 
 
Figure 3: Google Analytics statistics for JoCI. 
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Data gathered from the OJS system are accessible either to the unregistered viewer or to 

the editorial team. The screen capture below (Figure 4) is an example of statistics that are 
available to any viewer. 

 
Figure 4: JoCI statistics produced by the OJS system. 

,  
 
The figures in the screen above are calculated for a calendar year and do not represent 

statistics for a single issue of the journal. Recent trends indicate that JoCI readers are accessing 
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MP3 format more than the PDF format. The acceptance rate of the Journal of Curriculum & 
Instruction for the two issues is 15%. 
 

Results and Conclusions 
 

As trends in scholarly publication of research move toward open access, venues such as 
the Journal of Curriculum and Instruction demonstrate great potential of open-access, online 
journals to disseminate scholarly educational information. JoCI is a valuable resource for 
researchers and practitioners enabling free access and dissemination of scholarly research on a 
global scale.  

 
Upcoming Manuscript Calls for the Journal of Curriculum & Instruction 

 
Using Action Research to Improve Educational Practices 

Guest Editor: Cher Hendricks, University of West Georgia 
Submission Deadline: June 15, 2008 at noon EST 

Themed Issue - Publication January 2009 
  

Twenty-first century educators work in a political climate that stresses increased student 
learning outcomes and the implementation of scientifically-based practices. Determining 
effective school-based practices is critical in meeting these expectations and assuring students 
are making appropriate educational progress. Action research has the potential to be a powerful 
change agent encouraging educators to more fully investigate and consider possible solutions for 
real-world problems. Educators engaged in action research efforts not only identify specific areas 
of inquiry and systematically examine possible alternatives, but they also enhance their 
practitioner knowledge and improve student learning. Action research empowers educators as 
decision-makers and self-regulated professionals. 
  

The fourth issue of the Journal of Curriculum and Instruction (JoCI) focuses on the role 
of action research in professional development and how it may result in improved educational 
practices. Articles are sought describing the action research process and examples of action 
research conducted within schools. Other articles might address strategies for implementing and 
evaluating action research, or describe the successes and/or barriers to conducting action 
research in classrooms including ethical, time management, methodological, research design, and 
data analysis issues. Additionally, articles focusing on effective instruction about action research 
in teacher education and professional development are welcome. 
  

Transformative Leadership 
Guest Editor: James O. McDowelle, East Carolina University 

Submission Deadline: November 15, 2008 at noon EST 
Themed Issue - Publication July 2009 

 
Transformative approaches to leadership challenge assumptions about traditional, 

hierarchical leadership models. Within transformative educational settings, all stakeholders 
(students, parents, teachers, staff, and administrators) are empowered as potential leaders 
charged with working collaboratively in the best interest of everyone involved. Transformative 
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leadership offers potential for uniting educators in working toward a shared vision that can 
potentially improve both teaching and learning, especially in an educational environment in 
which high-stakes student and teacher accountability is considered paramount by policymakers 
and administrators. 

 
The fifth issue of the Journal of Curriculum and Instruction (JoCI) focuses on the role of 

transformative leadership as the new paradigm for twenty-first century schools. Articles are 
sought describing transformative leadership theory and process, the resulting impacts or changes 
in educational practice and policy, and proactive examples of such leadership in our schools. The 
active involvement of teachers, community and business partnerships and civic leaders who 
collaboratively contribute to the vision and mission of schools may serve as examples of 
transformative school leadership. Other articles might address strategies for implementing and 
evaluating transformative leadership efforts, or describe the successes of and/or barriers to 
fostering transformative leadership. Additionally, articles focusing on instructional approaches 
that successfully foster transformative leadership in both school leader education and 
professional development are welcome. 
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