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Thereis a new, but strong movement toward accessing articles and publishing in open-access journals. Many
researchers are choosing to publish in open-access journals in order to make their research more visible and
accessible to the public, thereby maximizing the impact of research on aglobal scale. In July 2007, the Journal of
Curriculumand Instruction (JoCl), an online, peer-reviewed, open-access journal was launched by the Department
of Curriculum & Instruction in the College of Education at East Carolina University. Since then, the journal has
been accessed by 7,168 times by 4,330 people in more than 1032 cities in 79 countries around the world. The
articles are available in MP3 and PDF formats.

Introdudion

In thelast decades, theamountof research and scholarly information has been steadily
increasing, yet libraries have experienced a great number of redudionsin joumd sub<riptions
limiting the broad dissemination of research (Beach et a., 2007). Many researchers with adesire
to impact and advance knowledgein ther field are choosng to publish in open-access joumdsin
order to make ther research more accessible to the public. Since open-access publicationsare
free, thereis potential to reach developing counties bereft of such access to research.
Consequently, authors can expand the globd impact of their work.

In July 2007, the Journal of CurriculumandIngruction (JoCl), an online, peer-reviewed,
open-access joumd, was launched by the Department of Curriculum & Ingructionin the College
of Eduction at East CarolinaUniversity. This paper provides readers with information aboutthe
potential of puldishing in an open-access, peer-reviewed joumd, such astheJoumal of
CurriculumandIngruction.

Theoretical Framework

Recently, there have been great conaerns aboutthe commercialization and limited access
of scholarly information. While the amountof research and scholarly informationisincreasing,
libraries are experiendng redudionsin journd subscriptions limiting the broad disseminaion of
research (Beach et a., 2007) Some mgjor publishers are inareasing joumd prices and merging
with other puldishing companies. Joumd subscription prices have risen four times faster than
inflation since the mid-19808(Suber, 2007) Additiondly, many publishers are ®unding®
subgcriptions resulting in highe prices and more limited choice in terms of joumd subscriptions
(Beach et al.). In other words alibrary might befaced with purchasing an expensve bundk of
severa subgcriptions when only oneor two of the subscriptionsare desired.

As scholars begin to resist commercializing scholarship in an effort to make thar work
more accessible, it becomesintegral to consder nev methodsof online dissemination and access
(Beach et al., 2007;Willinky, 2006. As aresult, there isa movement toward digital access and
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dissemination of scholarship (Beach et al; Sube, 2007; Willinky). For example, users of the
Internet now have access to informationd resources such as the ERIC daabase, Google Scholar,
and Google Books In terms of dissemination, many researchers are testing the waters by
publishing their work in nontraditiond formats, such as open-access joumds (Willinky). There
is also arecent trend in which many publicly fundel research projects are adoping open access
mandaes. For example, Congress passed a bill in December of 2007that induded open access
mandaes for TheNationd Inditutes of Health, theworld'slargest funde of non-classified
scientific research and its research results in about65,000 peer-reviewed joumd articles every
year (U. S. Depatment of Health and Human Services, 2008)

Methods
JoCl: Getting Sarted ThroughOpen Journal Systems

TheJournal of CurriculumandIndruction at East CarolinaUniversity was
conceptudized as away to provideaforumfor researchersto publish in a scholarly, peer-
reviewed joumd. The choiceto use an open-access, onlineformat allows full-text articlesto be
more accessible to the public because there are no price barriers, induding subscriptions
licendng fees or pay-per-view fees. In addition, authors retain copyright permission.

JoCl utilizes Open Joumd Systems (OJS) as the platform for managing and publishing
thejoumd. OJS, free open source software, was developed by the Public KnowedgeProject
throughitsfederally funded efforts to expand and improve access to research (Public Knowedge
Project, 2008. The Public KnowledgeProject@ purpos is to improve the scholarly and public
qudity of research. Currently, OJS hogs more than 900joumds, induding prestigiousjoumads
such as: International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, International Jourmnal
of Design, Jourmal of Applied Clinical Medical Physics, Transational CurriculumInquiry, and
the Joumal of Teaching andLearning. Thedirectory of Open Access Journds, which added 486
peer-reviewed joumdsin 2007,increasing thetota by 19%over the previousyear (Sube,
2007) can be accessed at http://www.dog.org/. In July 2007,JoCl was created usng the Open
Joumd Systems software.

Jod Geneal Information

The Joumnal of Curriculum& Ingruction@team is comprised of an Executive Editor,
faculty co-editors, an Academic Outreach project manager, a distance education coordingor, a
gradude assistant, and a student intern for programming. Thejournd requires a gooddeal of
both server space and technical suppot. JoCl is housed within East CarolinaUniversity@
University Academic Outreach server from http://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs download. JoCl isaso
suppoted by Indructiond Technology staff and Academic Outreach personnd, who assisted in
persondizing thejoumd @ look.

JoCl isathemed publication, so thereis an internaiond expert review boad for each
theme. Articles are published in multiple formats for easy access, induding abgract, PDF, and
MP3 (Seefigure 1).
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JoCl isfreefor al users. However, registrationis required for the editorial team to gather
daaonuser access, identify potential reviewers, and notify users aboutthe publication of new
issue

Figure 1. Screenshot of JoCI volume 2, number 1.
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JoCl Satistics

Data aboutJoCl can be collected from two sources. Open Joumd Systems (the software
tha suppots thejoumad) http://www.jod.ecu.edu, and Google Andytics
http://www.googk.com/anaytics. Any user can select the GAboutOnavigaion button to see
genegad satisticsinduding total submissions acceptance rate, number of registered users,
number of users by month, etc.

Google Andyticsis afree service uang asmall scriptlinein the html codeof the
software. Statistics are generated and displayed in graph, chart, and pie chat formats, allowing
the publishers and editors to visudize thedaa in new ways. Thelayoutfor thedisplay, called the
Dashboad, may be organized to suit the user@ pupos in tracking thetraffic onthe Web site.
Thedaamay beexported in several formats to save locally or to send viaemail. Theuser may
compare time periodsand select dae ranges for the daa. The primary chat indudes the number
pageviews, thelength of time the viewer stayed on the page, and the boune rate (the percentage
of single pagevisits resulting from the set of pages). See figures 2 and 3 for screen shots of
Google Andytics daafor JoCl.
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Based on theinformation provided by the Google Andytics, for thefirst issue of JoCl,
there were 639 visits, 4,954 page views from 10 regionsinduding 43 states within onemonth of
publication.

Asof April 2,2008,manu<ripts published in the Journal of Curriculumand Ingruction
have been accessed 7,168times by over 4,330 people in over 1000cities. A total of 44020pages
have been viewed by Internet users from 79 counties and territories. In the United States,
vigitors to theonline joumd have come from all 50 states and two territories via 1,367 different
network locations One access was from an iPhore. Data can beviewed for each page of the
entire URL.

Figure 2: Google Analytics map screenshot with number of visitors to the JoCI weksite.
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Figure 3: Google Analyticsstatisticsfor JoCl.
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Data gathered from the OJS system are accessible either to the unregistered viewer or to
theeditorial team. The screen capture bdow (Figure 4) is an example of statistics that are
available to any viewer.

Figure 4: JoCl statistics producedby the OJS system.
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Thefiguresin the screen aboveare calculated for acalenda year and do notrepresent
statistics for asingle issue of thejoumd. Recent trendsindicate that JoCl readers are accessing
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MP3 format more than the PDF format. The acceptance rate of the Journal of Curriculum&
Indruction for thetwo issuesis 15%.

Results and Condugons

Astrendsin scholarly publication of research move toward open access, venues such as
the Journal of Curriculumand Ingruction demondrate great potential of open-access, online
joumds to disseminate scholarly eductiond information. JoCl is a valuable resource for
researchers and practitionas enabling free access and dissemination of scholarly research ona
globd scale.

Upcoming Manuript Calls for the Jourmal of Curriculumé& Ingruction

Using Action Research to Improve Educationd Practices
Guest Editor: Cher Hendricks, University of West Georgia
Subnission Deadline Junel5,2008at noonEST
Themed Issue - Publication January 2009

Twenty-first century educators work in a political climate tha stresses increased student
learning outcomes and theimplementation of scientifically-based practices. Determining
effective schoolbased practicesis critical in meeting these expectationsand assuring students
are making appropriate educationd progress. Action research has the potential to be a powerful
changeagent encouraging educators to more fully investigate and consder possible solutionsfor
real-world problems. Educators engaged in actionresearch efforts notonly identify specific areas
of inquiry and systematically examine possible alternaives, butthey aso enhance thear
practitione knowledgeand improve student learning. Action research empowers educators as
decision-makers and self-regulated professionds.

Thefourth issue of the Journal of Curriculumandingruction (JoCl) focuses ontherole
of action research in professiond development and how it may result in improved eductiond
practices. Articles are soughtdescribing the action research process and examples of action
research conduded within schools. Other articles might address strategies for implementing and
evaluaing action research, or describe the successes and/or barriersto conduding action
research in classroons induding ethical, time management, methodobgical, research design, and
daaandysisissues. Additiondly, articles focusng on effective indruction aboutaction research
in teache education and professiond development are welcome.

Trandormative Leadership
Guest Editor: James O. McDowelle, Eag Carolina University
Subnission Deadline November 15,2008at noonEST
Themed Issue - Publication July 2009

Trandormative approaches to leadership chdlengeassumptionsabouttraditiond,
hierarchical leadership modds. Within trandormative eductiond settings all stakeholders
(students, parents, teache's, staff, and administrators) are empowered as potential leaders
charged with working collaboratively in thebest interest of everyoneinvolved. Trandormative



NCARE 2008 annual conference proceedings

leadership offers potential for uniting educators in working toward a shared vision tha can
potentially improve both teaching and learning, especially in an educationd environmentin
which high-stakes student and teacher accountbility is congdered paamountby policymakers
and administrators.

Thefifth issue of the Journal of CurriculumandInstruction (JoCl) focuses on therole of
trandormative leadership as the new paradigm for twenty-first century schools. Articles are
soughtdescribing transormative leadership theory and process, theresulting impacts or changes
in eductiond practice and policy, and proactive examples of such leadership in our schools. The
active involvement of teachers, community and business partnershipsand civic leaders who
collaboratively contribute to thevision and mission of schools may serve as examples of
trandormative school leadership. Other articles might address strategies for implementing and
evauaing trandormative leadership efforts, or describe the successes of and/or barriersto
fogering trandormative leadership. Additiondly, articles focusng on ingructional approaches
tha successfully foger trandormative leadership in both school leader education and
professiond development are welcome.
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